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A note from our Chair
 

Hello TRTR Community!
 

As we open 2026, the nuclear research and training reactor community finds itself navigating
one of the most consequential regulatory transformations in the NRC's five-decade history. I
want to take this opportunity to highlight the key developments you should be tracking as we
move through the first quarter.

 

A New Commission, A New Direction

Ho Nieh was designated as the 20th Chairman of the NRC on January 8, 2026, succeeding
David Wright. Chairman Nieh has signaled clearly that the agency is reshaping itself around
speed and efficiency. The NRC has launched a major reorganization aimed at streamlining
decision-making, consolidating functions, and aligning with national goals — driven
explicitly by Executive Order 14300, which mandates structural realignment, regulatory
revisions, and fixed licensing deadlines. For our community, this means the agency we
interact with for licensing and oversight is changing in real time.

 

The Regulatory Tsunami: Part 53 and Beyond

The single most consequential rulemaking for the NRC remains 10 CFR Part 53. The NRC's
risk-informed, performance-based licensing framework under 10 CFR Part 53 — mandated
by the 2019 Nuclear Energy Innovation and Modernization Act — is scheduled for final rule
publication on March 27, 2026. While Part 53 is primarily oriented toward commercial
advanced reactors, its performance-based philosophy will ripple through how regulators
think about all reactor types, including ours. Members should review the final rule carefully
and assess any downstream effects on existing licenses and facility operations.

Beyond Part 53, the NRC is executing more than two dozen rulemakings mandated by EO
14300, with a front-loaded wave of proposed rules scheduled between March and May 2026. Of
particular relevance is the proposed rule on "Licensing Requirements for Microreactors and
Other Low Consequence Reactors," scheduled for March 23, 2026.

Enforcement Policy Revised

Effective February 27, 2026, the NRC published a revision to its Enforcement Policy
incorporating multiple changes approved by the Commission. Members should review this
update carefully for any changes that affect inspection findings, violations, and enforcement
discretion at research and training facilities.

What to Watch This Quarter

Several milestones deserve close attention through March 2026: the final publication of 10
CFR Part 53 on March 27; the proposed microreactor licensing rule on March 23; the ongoing
NRC reorganization and its effects on Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation staffing and
workflows; and the NRC's evolving coordination with DOE under the updated Memorandum
of Understanding on advanced reactor authorization. I also encourage members to monitor
EO 14300, which calls for much more substantive changes to the NRC's structure, culture, and
regulation, and has yet to be fully addressed by the regulator — meaning more significant
near-term changes remain likely. 

This is an extraordinary moment for our sector. Research and training reactors are not
bystanders in this transformation — we are, in many ways, its proving ground. I encourage
all members to engage in public comment processes and participate in upcoming
workshops.

As always, feel free to reach out directly with questions or concerns. Thank you all for all of
your support during 2025. This continues to be a time of growth for the community and there
are many changes at the NRC. We are still awaiting what the restructure at the NRC will bring
to the community.  I encourage you to please continue to participate in the NRC’s quarterly
calls.

 

Cameron Goodwin

Rhode Island Nuclear Science Center
 

 

 

Quarterly Call Summary
 

The NPUF Branch has 2 new project managers 
The NRC Reorganization is expected to take place this fiscal year now that there is a full
complement of commissioners 
Presentations from the 2025 TRTR conference are now available
Presentation on Safety Analysis Report Submission by Ed Helvenston 

Remember that the NRC staff will perform a review on the submitted SAR 
SAR is not required to be in the NUREG 1537 format 
Redacted information should be consistent throughout the SAR
Unredacted SAR must be marked as SUNSI

Specifically, please place a header marking “Security-Related Information—
Withhold under 10 C.F.R. 2.390” on each page

Submissions on EIE are preferred 
Change markings are required on the updated SAR and a description of reason for the
changes is preferred

 

Nearly $600,000 in Reactor Sharing Awards, FY25

Title Insitution Amount

North Carolina State
University

$200,000

University of Wisconsin-
Madison

$199,957

Pennsylvania State
University

$197,255

 

 

EVENTS

March 10-12: 38th Annual Regulatory
Information Conference
April 19-23: International Conference
on the Physics of Reactors
April 20-21: International
Radioisotope Supply Chain Meeting
April 20-24: The European Research
Reactor Conference
May 11-12: SMR & Advanced Reactor
2026
May 19-22: International Conference
on Neutrons in Heritage Science
June 15-19: Technical Meeting on
Operation, Maintenance and Ageing
Management for Research Reactors
Sept 21-25: 2026 TRTR Annual
Meeting (Save the date!)

Apply Now

 

Member Facilities in the News
University of Utah TRIGA Reactor Celebrates 50th Anniversary
The University of Utah TRIGA Reactor has completed repairs and returned to operations in
time to celebrate 50 years of operations.

 

Kansas State University TRIGA Reactor News Feature
The Kansas State University TRIGA Reactor and its training program was featured on local
news. 

 

WSU Operator Training Program Featured
Washington State University produced a video highlighting their reactor operator training
program.

 

NC State Reactor Sharing Grant
NC State was awarded a DOE Reactor Sharing Grant to create short courses for high school
students and educators to learn how to use a nuclear reactor. 

 

Governor visits University of Wisconsin Nuclear Reactor
Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers visited the University of Wisconsin Nuclear Reactor to learn
about the nuclear energy research taking place there. 

 

 

 

Reportable Occurrences
 

Penn State Breazeale Reactor
Event No 58155: Surface contamination of a shipped package exceeded allowable limits.  

 

See our website for a table of reportable occurrences. 

Read More

 

 

 

Inspection Reports
 

University of Texas - Austin Nuclear
Engineering Teaching Laboratory
No violations. ML25356A504

No violations. Security related. ML25356A510
 

University of Utah Training Reactor
No violations. ML25356A514

 

General Electric Vallecitos Nuclear Center
Non-cited violation: Decommissioning work
began on a building prior to NRC approval of
the decommissioning plan. ML25350B746

 

 

Idaho State University AGN-201m
No violations. ML26007A109

 

NC State University PULSTAR Reactor
No violations. ML26020A023

 

Missouri University of Science and
Technology Reactor
No violations.ML26026A219

 

University of Massachusetts Lowell Research
Reactor
No violations. ML26006A062

 

See our website for a table of inspection reports. 

Read More

 

 

 

Licensing Actions
 

Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute TRIGA Reactor
 

Request to use an alternate method to meet the requirements of the Requalification Plan while
the reactor is unable to operate in pulse mode.  ML25303A27

 

See our website for a table of licensing actions. 

Read More
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ISOTOPIC TOPICS

FRM-II Fuel Test Successful: New low-
enriched uranium fuel plates for FRM-II
have successfully completed irradiation tests
in the BR-2 Reactor. FRM-II will soon apply
for a license amendment to convert to LEU
Fuel.
New IAEA Report on SLOWPOKE and MNSR
Reactors: The IAEA has released Technical
Report No. 497 on the History, Development
and Future of SLOWPOKE and MNSR
Research Reactors.  
IGORR 22 Proceedings Released: The
proceedings on the 22nd IGORR meeting in
Mito, Japan have been released. The 23rd
IGORR meeting will be held in South Africa in
2027.  
RA-10 Cooling System Tested: The first
pump in the primary cooling circuit of the
RA-10 reactor has been tested.

New ANSTO Target Increases Mo-99 Yield:
ANSTO has designed a porous, cylindrical,
reusable target which increases Mo-99 yields
while reducing byproducts.

PULSTAR Reactor Outreach
and Sharing for K-12

Organizations

Midwest Reactor Sharing
Consortium

Reactor Sharing Outreach
Program at Penn State
Radiation Science and

Engineering Center

https://www.trtr.org/
https://ibj0bcttuo.preview-beefreecontent.com/ZBhHU
https://www.trtr.org/contact-us/
https://www.trtr.org/join-our-mailing-list/
https://www.nrc.gov/sites/default/files/cdn/doc-collection-news/2026/26-005.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/sites/default/files/cdn/doc-collection-news/2026/26-017.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors/advanced/modernizing/rulemaking/part-53
https://www.powermag.com/nrc-launches-major-reorganization-as-licensing-deadlines-and-reform-workload-intensify/
https://nuclearinnovationalliance.org/sites/default/files/2026-02/Public%20Rule%20timeline%202-27.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/rulemaking-ruleforum/active/ruledetails?id=2238
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/27/2026-03929/revision-of-the-nrc-enforcement-policy
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2530/ML25303A288.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/conference-symposia/trtr-annual-conferences/2025
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML1303/ML13031A056.pdf
https://neup.inl.gov/infrastructure/outreach/sharing-and-outreach-funded-projects/
https://neup.inl.gov/content/uploads/14/2025/12/FY25-North-Carolina-Summary-Abstract-RS-25-35203-1.pdf
https://neup.inl.gov/content/uploads/14/2025/12/FY25-Wisconsin-Madison-Summary-Abstract-RS-25-35212-1.pdf
https://neup.inl.gov/content/uploads/14/2025/12/FY25-Penn-Summary-Abstract-RS-25-35294-1.pdf
https://www.trtr.org/events/
https://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/conference-symposia/ric/index
https://www.physor2026.org/
https://www.euronuclear.org/international-radioisotope-supply-chain-meeting-iris-2026/
https://www.euronuclear.org/european-research-reactor-conference-2026-rrfm/
https://events.reutersevents.com/nuclear/smr-usa/agenda
https://indico.frm2.tum.de/event/570/
https://www.gov.si/assets/organi-v-sestavi/URSJV/Dokumenti/Mednarodne-zadeve/Dogodki-IAEA/2025/December/info-sestanek-15-19-junij-2026.pdf
https://www.trtr.org/tawfik-raby-memorial-scholarship/
https://attheu.utah.edu/facultystaff/us-nuclear-reactor-celebrates-50-years/
https://www.wibw.com/2026/01/16/kansas-state-university-nuclear-reactor-provides-students-with-hands-on-experiences/
https://news.wsu.edu/2026/02/12/a-positive-reactor-experience/
https://engr.ncsu.edu/news/2026/02/16/doe-grant-grows-nc-state-k-12-nuclear-education-efforts/
https://madison.com/news/community/article_bb9a46d3-5eb1-5aec-a469-1ca31606a189.html
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/event/2026/20260212en#en58155
https://www.trtr.org/trtr-facility-reportable-occurrences/
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML25356A504
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML25356A510
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML25356A514
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML25350B746
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML26007A109
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML26020A023
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML26026A219
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML26006A062
https://www.trtr.org/trtr-facility-inspection-reports/
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2530/ML25303A279.pdf
https://www.trtr.org/trtr-facility-licensing-actions/
https://form.jotform.com/260595910513154
https://form.jotform.com/260595910513154
https://www.tum.de/en/news-and-events/all-news/press-releases/details/important-fuel-test-for-frm-ii-successful
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/publications/PDF/p15638-DOC010-497_web.pdf
https://www.igorr.com/proceedings:2025_igorr22
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/articles/cooling-system-tests-at-ra-10-multipurpose-reactor
https://www.ans.org/news/article-7796/anstodesigned-target-increases-mo99-yield/

